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• In 2016 plastic production reached 396 million tonnes

• That is equivalent to 53 kilograms of plastic for each person on 

the planet

• Production of plastic in 2016 resulted in approximately 2 billion 

tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions which accounts for almost 6 

per cent of the year’s total global carbon dioxide emissions 
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What happens to all this plastic waste?

• Only 63 per cent of waste is collected in a 

regulated manner and deposited mainly in 

landfills, while only about 15 per cent is recycled

• Due to waste mismanagement, one-third of plastic 

waste is estimated to have entered nature as 

land, freshwater or marine pollution

• There are currently about 150 million tonnes of 

plastic in the seas and oceans – another eight 

million tonnes are added every year
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• The Mediterranean countries produce 24 

million tonnes of plastic waste a year

• Only 72 per cent waste is disposed of 

properly: The rest is not collected or it is 

disposed of illegally 

• This unregulated disposal of plastic waste is 

the main source of plastic in the environment

• In the Med, the annual figure is around 

570,000 tonnes - equivalent to 33,800 plastic 

bottles thrown into the sea – every minute
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• 200 million people who spend their holidays on the coasts of the 

Mediterranean countries

• Every summer, the seasonal amount of waste in the region of the 

Mediterranean Sea increases 

by as much as 30 per cent 

• Financial damage for the tourism business 268 Million EUR/year
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• Products made from natural renewable raw
materials

• Plastics that are supposed to be biodegradable 

do not solve the waste problems and 
pollution. 

There is often insufficient knowledge about the 
actual impacts of these materials on nature and the 
environment 
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