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GSTC Criteria for Food & Beverage Service Providers in Tourism 
1st Public Consultation is Now Open


The Global Sustainable Tourism Council (GSTC), in partnership with the Türkiye Tourism Promotion and Development Agency (TGA), announced in August its plans to expand the GSTC Criteria, the global standards for sustainable tourism, by developing a new set specifically for tourism-related food service providers. These forthcoming criteria, with an official name to be determined, will establish global sustainability standards tailored to the unique needs of Food & Beverage Service Providers within the tourism industry. 

With the development of the new Criteria, the GSTC will add a new training program related to sustainability in restaurants and tourism food service providers, expanding its renowned Sustainable Tourism Training Program.

The 1st Public Consultation for the GSTC Criteria for Food & Beverage Service Providers in Tourism is now open 
The first public consultation period for the GSTC Criteria for Food & Beverage Service Providers in Tourism has begun and will remain open until the 3rd of March 2025 (60 days). Professionals and practitioners in the F&B sector are invited to share insights during this first public consultation phase.
The GSTC Criteria for Food & Beverage Service Providers in Tourism includes four sections: Section A (Demonstrate effective sustainable management); Section B (Maximize social and economic benefits to the local community and minimize negative impacts); Section C (Maximize benefits to cultural heritage and minimize negative impacts) and Section D (Maximize benefits to the environment and minimize negative impacts). Draft of the new Criteria can be found here.
Click here to participate in the 1st Public Consultation of the GSTC Criteria for Food & Beverage Service Providers in Tourism
We also appreciate your help in spreading the word. Please share this invitation with anyone you know who is involved in the food and beverage sector within tourism. This could include restaurants, cafes, catering companies, hotel food service teams, chefs, event planners, policymakers, academics, non-profits, community members, or even individual travelers interested in sustainable practices in food service.
After the first public consultation period is over, a compiling and revision will be made which will be reviewed during the feasibility assessment followed by drafting revisions as needed.


#END#

About the GSTC
The Global Sustainable Tourism Council® (GSTC®) establishes and manages global sustainable standards, known as the GSTC Criteria. There are four sets: Destination Criteria for public policy-makers and destination managers, Industry Criteria for Hotels and Tour Operators, MICE Criteria for Venues, Event Organizers, and Events & Exhibitions, and Attraction Criteria for tourist attractions such as theme parks, museums, and national parks. These are the guiding principles and minimum requirements that any tourism business or destination should aspire to reach in order to protect and sustain the world’s natural and cultural resources while ensuring tourism meets its potential as a tool for conservation and poverty alleviation.

The GSTC Criteria form the foundation for GSTC’s assurance role for Certification Bodies that certify hotels/accommodations, tour operators, and destinations as having sustainable policies and practices in place. GSTC does not directly certify any products or services, but provides accreditation to those that do. 

GSTC is an independent and neutral USA-registered 501(c)3 non-profit organization that represents a diverse and global membership, including national and provincial governments, leading travel companies, hotels, tour operators, NGOs, individuals and communities – all striving to achieve best practices in sustainable tourism. The GSTC is an ISEAL Community Member, a global membership organization for ambitious, collaborative, and transparent sustainability systems. 

Information for media and the press: www.gstcouncil.org/about/for-the-press/
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