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Introduction 

Ocean literacy is the understanding of the ocean’s 
influence on us—and our influence on the ocean. For 

island nations and coastal communities whose livelihoods 
are intimately tied to the sea, this knowledge is not only 
vital for conservation, but for sustaining tourism. Scuba 
divers, water sports operators, and indigenous islanders 

must be empowered with ocean literacy to ensure 
responsible marine tourism, protect biodiversity, and 

strengthen blue economies.



Overview & Significance
•UNESCO and UNEP emphasize 
the importance of ocean literacy 
for achieving SDGs. Research 
shows it improves responsible 

behavior in marine tourism. 
Indigenous knowledge, when 

integrated with marine science, 
enhances local conservation 

strategies.



Methodology
Locations:  Lakshadweep, Goa, Mumbai 

Participants: 120 Tourism University 
Indigenous Students ,100 divers, 25 Surfers, 

fishermen and 100 locals
Methods: Surveys, Focus Groups, Interactive 

Field Workshops
Frameworks: UNESCO Ocean Literacy, GSTC 

Tourism Criteria



Presentation of Results
85% showed improved marine 

ecological knowledge
60% adopted eco-friendly practices

40 % increase in adopting 
sustainable tourism in hospitality 

curriculum 
Local heritage integrated into 

tourism narratives



Discussion and Implications
•Ocean literacy connects 

science and culture, 
empowering communities to 
lead sustainable tourism. It 
fosters climate resilience, 

ethical tourism, and 
community-based marine 

conservation.



When science meets stories 
from the sea, and elders 

teach the tides, we empower 
a new generation of ocean 

tourism ambassadors  
through ancient history — 
informed, inclusive, and 
rooted in both data and 

heritage. Participants more 
comfortable with familiar 
local elders and experts. 



Key Takeaways
1. Ocean literacy enables balance 

between economic growth and 
marine conservation.

2. Combining traditional and 
scientific knowledge enhances 
sustainable tourism outcomes.
3. For the islanders/indigenous 

people by the indigenous people. 



Empowering youth through ocean 
literacy encompassing sustainable 

tourism modules across 
curriculums,disciplines not only 

enriches their education and 
career enhancements but ensures 

that local voices shape tourism 
policies and future-proofs coastal 

/island economies with 
sustainability and equity at the 

core.





Empowering youth and 
communities with this 

synergy-integrated knowledge 
ensures resilient coastal futures 
rooted in heritage, innovation, 

and shared stewardship. This is 
replicable and scalable. Involing 

global education departments 
and governments to adopt 

sustainable tourism in academia 
as a policy. To meet the 2030 

Ocean Decade goals we need all 
hands on deck. 

Minicoy Islands 








